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Crowd of 5,000 attend a University of California, Berkeley, protest in September over student fee hikes and budget cuts. 
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AMERICAN POLITICS 
BEGINS TO POLARIZE 


EDITORIAL 


The political scene in America has 
become more raucous, more contentious 
- culminating in an unprecedented inter¬ 
ruption of the President’s speech, with a 
congressman calling him a liar. Grow¬ 
ing numbers of people are buying guns 
and tuning to racist, pro-violence talk 
shows. There is a resurgence of violent, 
pro-fascist groups across the country. 

Commentatorshavecalledforareturn 
to “civility” as if the nation is throwing 
a temper tantrum. The problem is more 
complex than calming a naughty child. 

We are seeing the beginnings of 
political polarization. Polarization 
means the sharp division of a popula¬ 
tion or group into opposing factions. 
There has always been struggle and 
turmoil, but there has not been polar¬ 
ization in America since the Civil War. 
Polarization occurs when the social 
and economic “middle” that holds the 
antagonistic poles in society apart is 
destroyed, its elements going to one or 
the other pole. The so-called “silent ma¬ 
jority” - the moderate “middle Ameri¬ 
ca” - is disintegrating, becoming even 
more silent and politically impotent. 

Without the middle, the opposing 
forces or social poles are thrown against 
each other. This is a process where the 
rulers and the ruled begin to separate 
and confront one another over who will 
have the power to shape society. This 
political polarization is inevitable since 
politics expresses economics. Economic 
polarization has developed since the in¬ 
troduction of robotics. Robotics means 
production without labor - wage-less 
production. As wage-less production 
expanded, so did the inability of the 
people to purchase the growing moun¬ 
tain of products. Stage-by-stage and 
sector-by-sector, the people began to 
awaken to the reality of economic po¬ 
larization. Today, the richest 20 percent 
of the population own 85 percent of the 
nation’s wealth, while the bottom 40 
percent own two tenths of one percent. 

As the masses begin to stir, they move 
based on what they perceive, rather than 


based on an understanding of what is 
actually happening. Many revolutionar¬ 
ies, having thrown aside theory, move 
with the masses from the standpoint of 
perception. By doing so, they become a 
plaything in the hands of the most dan¬ 
gerous, fascistic elements in the country. 

Revolutionaries must proceed from 
conceptual knowledge, a grasp of the un¬ 


derlying process rather than simply the 
moment. Why is this true? There are no 
objective guidelines to lead the move¬ 
ment from capitalism, which is based on 
private property, to a co-operative society 
based on public property. In a previous 
era, the capitalist revolution against the 
feudal regimes maintained the system of 
private property. Profit, the bottom line, 
was an accurate guideline for keeping 
the capitalists on course. No such guide¬ 
lines exist for the coming revolution, 
since it will be against private prop¬ 
erty. Simply reacting to what one sees 
condemns the movement to the unend¬ 
ing “fighting back” within the system. 

As the economic crisis deepens, a 
dangerous tendency based on percep¬ 
tual knowledge is emerging. That is 
the tendency to attack Obama, the in¬ 
dividual, since he is president of the 
country and its economy is falling apart. 


But politics serves the economy, not 
the other way around. Obama is not the 
problem. Any criticism of a politician 
today must proceed from an evalua¬ 
tion of the emerging social and political 
features of a consolidated fascist base. 
Fascism, the corporate state, the com¬ 
plete merging of the government and 
corporate power, began to consolidate 


under the Roosevelt administration. Its 
progression is an objective reflection of 
what is happening in the economy, and 
not the result of some president’s whim. 
As the masses begin to stir, the political 
features of fascism emerge. The dan¬ 
ger of major wars increases. The civil 
rights of the people will be attacked. 
The most violent and repressive features 
of our history will come forth again. 

There is no way to go back to “the 
good old days.” The only way forward 
is to make public property out of the gi¬ 
ant corporations, which are too critical 
to society to remain in private hands. 
To accomplish this requires a theoreti¬ 
cal understanding of the transition from 
private to public property and the social 
forces at play. It requires planning. In 
a word, the future depends on our abil¬ 
ity to move rapidly from a perceptual 
to a conceptual grasp of the struggle. 
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We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in 
history. People are struggling just to get the basic necessities of life. Historical forces beyond anyone’s control 
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The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 
To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions struggling 
for survival. It strives to educate politically 
those millions on the basis of their own 
experience. It is a tribune to bring them to¬ 
gether, to create a vision of a better world, 
and a strategy to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment as 
labor-replacing technology leads us on a 
path toward the decisive reconstruction of 
society. Who will win — the capitalists or 
the growing mass of poor — will depend 
on winning the hearts and minds of the 
people to create a society whose fruits 
benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.” 
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FREE, QUALITY EDUCATION 

- A HUMAN RIGHT! 


COVER STORY 


Today, parents of children in the pub¬ 
lic schools are righteously angered by the 
dismal education many children receive, 
especially in those school districts that 
are severely under-funded. This righ¬ 
teous anger has been seized upon by the 
corporations to recruit these parents to 
petition their school districts to create a 
national movement for both profit-based 
and non-profit-based corporate charter 
schools that will be paid for with our 
public education tax dollars. However, 
the majority of working class children 
will be excluded from such schools and 
relegated to an ever-deteriorating public 
school system. This is exactly what has 
happened to public education in New 
Orleans in the Katrina aftermath. Now 
it’s headed to a school district near you. 

Only a national movement to na¬ 
tionalize and fully fund our education 
system in the interests of the public 
can thwart this corporate scheme to 
privatize and take control of our pub¬ 
lic education system. Human advance¬ 
ment is a continuum of learning from 
the past to apply and learn more in the 
present to create the future. Education 
for all should be an obligation of, and 
provided by, any civilized society. Ed¬ 
ucation is a human right that must be 
guaranteed to all and protected in the 
interests of all. This is why it must be a 
public right guaranteed by government. 

In the U. S. today, this human right 
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is under attack by an evolving corpo¬ 
rate state because of the introduction 
of labor-replacing technology into the 
workplace. On the one hand, produc¬ 
tion with high technology means fewer 
educated workers are needed, and the 
capitalists will not educate a workforce 
they can no longer exploit and profit 
from. On the other hand, as high-tech 
production wipes out jobs, it wipes 
out markets, and the corporations in¬ 
satiably lust for new markets to ex¬ 
ploit for profit. So they are setting out 
to privatize and profit from our $750 
billion-a-year public school system. 


A Little History 

The corporations have always 
shaped the education system to serve 
their needs. Sometimes their needs and 
those of the working class have coin¬ 
cided. When there was an expanding 
global economy based on electro-me¬ 
chanical industry that employed masses 
of workers, the corporations needed an 
educated working class, and the govern¬ 
ment intervened as necessary to guaran¬ 
tee this. For example, after World War 
II, the US needed to rapidly educate an 
abundance of skilled workers, techni¬ 



5,000 people rally at UC Berkeley in September to protest against education 
cuts. People chanted their support of university faculty and staff, and that 
“Education should be free!” 
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cians and professionals to thoroughly 
exploit the full potential of its post-war 
economic expansion plans for a new 
global market. So in 1944 Congress 
passed the G.I. Bill of Rights, which 
provided tuition and a monthly living 
allowance, at federal expense, to send 
veterans to colleges and universities, 
a privilege then reserved for the rich. 

Today, the corporations are again re¬ 
vamping the education system, but this 
time their needs and those of the work¬ 
ers clash, and can’t be reconciled. With 
corporate control of the economy, there 
are not enough jobs to go around, no 
matter how much education you have. 
Not only are fewer educated workers 
needed, but an educated worker who is 
unemployed and poor is now a threat 
to the corporations. The corporations’ 
goals today are to develop the educa¬ 
tion “market” as a profit source, limit 
education to the privileged few who 
can actually be employed, and keep 
the rest of us ignorant and oppressed. 

The Next Step 

Mo st kindergarten through 12 th grade 
students in the U.S. attend free, public 
school systems supported by a combi¬ 
nation of local and state funding, along 
with a very low level of federal funding. 
Because the largest portion of school 
revenues comes from local property tax¬ 
es, public schools’ resources vary wide¬ 
ly. Wealthy school districts get abun¬ 
dantly more funding than poorer ones. 

We must not only save, but expand 
our public school system. The first step 
is to demand that the federal government 
provide the funding necessary to guar¬ 
antee that every child’s individual edu¬ 
cational needs are met, so they can reach 
their fullest potential. We need a social 
and political movement of righteously 
angry workers to not only nationalize 
our education system, but to also take 
over the corporations to guarantee all of 
our birthrights to free, quality education, 
healthcare, housing, food and all of the 
necessary essentials to live a thriving 
human life on our shared planet earth. 
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Modify THIS! The Foreclosure Crisis 
and What You Can Do About It 



Rosemary William’s, whose house was foreclosed on, has 
been a banner for a growing movement to stop foreclosures 
in Minneapolis and elsewhere. 
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By K. Flo Razowsky 

MINNEAPOLIS —Rosemary Williams 
is a single woman, grandmother, and el¬ 
der, deeply involved in her community 
and resident of the same block for 55 
years. Due to predatory lending practic¬ 
es by GMAC, Lehman Brothers, Wells 
Fargo, US Bank, and the tangled web 
of subsidiaries they weave, Rosemary is 
fighting to save her home, like millions 
of others in the US. This tangled web 
has left Rosemary not even knowing 
who owns the mortgage to her house. 
For a year she worked on a modifica¬ 
tion with GMAC but then they said they 
were just servicing the mortgage and it 
was actually owned by Lehman Broth¬ 
ers. Now GMAC is naming US Bank, 
Aurora Loan Services, and “investors” 
as the responsible parties. In this situ¬ 
ation it is impossible even to attempt 
negotiation. 

Due to manipulations and lies by the 
lender, Rosemary signed a mortgage 
that was unaffordable from the start. In 
this ridiculous system the banks, finan¬ 
cial institutions, and their conglomerates 
have swindled millions of people out 
of homes that now sit boarded up and 
empty in our neighborhoods - including 
five on Rosemary’s block already. What 
do the banks and their conglomerates 
want with Rosemary’s house anyway? It 
seems unclear how owning empty house 


after empty 
house can be a 
good capitalist 
venture. What 
kind of a system 
would make 
Rosemary Wil¬ 
liams homeless 
after 55 years on 
the same block? 

On August 7, 
word went out 
that the sheriff’s 
department had 
arrived to evict 
Rosemary. The 
sheriff backed 
off when, with¬ 
in an hour, the 
community mo¬ 
bilized tens of 
supporters to 
stand guard and help her safeguard her 
belongings. The first week saw 20 peo¬ 
ple a night sleeping in Rosemary’s home 
and at least 75 people every day willing 
to risk arrest to support this struggle. 
They made soups, played games, and 
entertained children, and opened up a 
space in defiance of law and business 
where community grew and flourished. 

The government has pumped so- 
called stimulus money into the mort¬ 
gage industry, supposedly to avoid fore¬ 
closures and evictions like Rosemary’s, 


but most of it has gone to mortgage 
company CEOs and so-called “com¬ 
munity organizations”. Ann Patterson, 
who is herself in danger of foreclosure 
when her adjustable rate (ARM) takes 
effect this winter, has spent six months 
trying to access “community organiza¬ 
tions” and talk to banks about modifica¬ 
tion. But she has been denied time after 
time, supposedly because she makes too 
much money (even though her income 
does not cover her mortgage) and she 
has not actually defaulted yet. 

The politicians are doing noth¬ 


ing. Mayor Rybek refused to support a 
moratorium on foreclosure evictions. 
Congressman Keith Ellison publicly 
proclaimed the foreclosure crisis is over 
because the number of homes bought is 
rising (even though the buyers are only 
contractors buying cheap to flip them 
for profit). And so folks like Rosemary 
and Ann are turning to the power of the 
people. 

They are staying in their homes 
when ordered to leave, refusing to let the 
mortgage companies and their cronies 
get away with these robberies and hu¬ 
man rights abuses, and inspiring others 
to do the same. They have demonstrated 
at the banks and mortgage offices , sat 
in at the Sheriff’s and Mayor’s offices, 
a made phone calls, written letters, en¬ 
gaged politicians, and offered prayers. 
This struggle will not end until the mort¬ 
gage companies stop their greedy and 
abusive practices. It remains unclear 
how Rosemary’s case will end, but what 
is without question is that Wells Fargo, 
GMAC, and the politicians will not be 
allowed to screw over people without a 
fight. 

K. Flo Razowsky is a Twin Cities 
based activist, organizer and communi¬ 
ty member Despite her community sup¬ 
port, Rosemary was finally evicted and 
her house permanently boarded up on 
Sept. 11. But she has vowed to fight on 
and the battle continues. 


“Emma Kinnard.... Brings Change 

Through Community Gardens Working With Children” 


By Lenette Evans 


Emma Kinnard saw a need and 
was inspired to do something to create 
“change” in the city of Benton Harbor, 
Michigan. A professional florist and 
landscaper, it saddened her to see the 
city run down and nothing being done. 

She worked toward a goal to inspire 
others and the people in the community 
to take PRIDE in the appearance of this 
great city. 

Emma, said “It could be a great city 
if people took a serious interest and got 
involved in working towards a wonder¬ 
ful change”. 

Emma talked to Etta Harper and the 
entire City Commission about doing 
something to beautify the city of Benton 
Harbor. She begged Ricky Hill, Ralph 
Crenshaw, Steve McCoy, Glen Yar¬ 
brough, and Charles Yarbrough to help 
clean up the City. They all agreed to help 
but, as usual, the Commission makes a 
lot of promises to do something but sits 
on their butts and does nothing. 

None of them helped her. The only 


one that got involved was Etta Harper! 

Emma and Etta went to a place in 
upper Michigan to get over 60 left over 
flats of flowers from a greenhouse that 
was going out of business. 

Many people from the Benton Har- 



Emma Kinnard. 
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bor community were waiting for them 
so they could take a lot of the flats of 
flowers to beautify their own personal 
yards. 

Emma and Etta had taken flowers to 
beautify the front yard of Benton Harbor 
City Hall as well as many areas along 
Main Street. 


Shortly afterwards, Etta Harper got 
cancer and was in much excruciating 
pain. The Lord spoke to Emma’s heart to 
encourage Etta to get well. Etta Harper 
and Emma Kinnard formed the organi¬ 
zation “Strong Women Working Toward 
Positive Change”. 

A group of women came together 
with them to help make positive change 
in the city, mainly targeting the youth 
and young kids. Since then, many things 
have transformed and evolved such as: 
Kids In The Kitchen, with Michigan 
State University (MSU) which taught 
kids how to prepare nutritious snacks, 
Teachers Credit union, a course in mon¬ 
ey deposits and how to open an account 
for themselves. 

Emma Kinnard said their goal for 
this year is to interact with the children 
in the community garden and to get par¬ 
ents involved in the planting with their 
children and working with all the com¬ 
munities. 

This will not solve the issues of 
homelessness, job loss, corporate cor¬ 
ruption and land take over by Whirl¬ 


pool, or our breakdown and struggles 
with the economy but.... its a beginning 
of something in teaching kids to get out 
and learn something and where we can 
have positive change in the community 
by the little things we do. 

This year the democratic women 
helped planting in the garden and an¬ 
other woman from the community came 
to offer her help. This year a community 
garden was planted in the city of Benton 
Harbor. This is where kids and their par¬ 
ents got involved in the planting. 

A greenhouse has started but is in 
the process of being completed and they 
are looking for serious supporters and 
involvement from all the surrounding 
communities. 

Lenette Evans 
Saving Souls 
Ministries 
St. Joseph, 

Michigan 
269-876-1848 
PHOTO / Savingsoulsl 
BRETT JELINEK @yahoo.com 
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A Call to Participate in Building the Road to Detroit 

US SOCIAL FORUM II June 22-26, 2010 * Detroit, Michigan 


Editor’s Note: What follows below is 
the call to US Social Forum II issued by 
the social forum organizers. For more 
information, visit www.ussf2010.org. 

What is the Social Forum? 

The US Social Forum (USSF) is a 
movement building process. It is not a 
conference but it is a space to come up 
with the peoples’ solutions to the eco¬ 
nomic and ecological crisis. The USSF 
is the next most important step in our 
struggle to build a powerful multi-racial, 
multi-sectoral, inter-generational, di¬ 
verse, inclusive, internationalist move¬ 
ment that transforms this country, and 
changes history. We must declare what 
we want our world to look like and we 
must start planning the path to get there. 
The USSF provides spaces to learn from 
each other’s experiences and struggles, 
share our analysis of the problems our 
communities face, build relationships, 
and align with our international brothers 
and sisters to strategize how to reclaim 
our world. 

Why A 2nd US Social Forum? 

The gathering in Atlanta in June 
2007 had 12,000 people come together 
in the belief that “Another World Was 
Possible!” Movement forces from all 
over the country took advantage of 
the opportunity to celebrate, organize, 
teach, debate and otherwise contribute 
to a growing sense that “Another U.S. 
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Was Necessary!” The USSF made clear 
our need for greater convergence among 
progressives and the left in this country 
and to begin to articulate our vision for 
“Another World.” 

The purpose of the USSF is to ef¬ 
fectively and affirmatively articulate 
the values and strategies of a growing 
and vibrant movement for justice in the 
United States. Those who build towards 
and participate in the USSF are no lon¬ 
ger interested in simply stating what so¬ 
cial justice movements “stand-against.” 
Rather we see ourselves as part of new 
movements that reach beyond national 
borders, that practice democracy at all 
levels, and understand that neo-liberal- 


To win nation¬ 
ally, we must win in 
places like Detroit. 
The Midwest site 
of the USSF marks 
a fierce resistance 
movement for social, 
racial, gender, and 
economic justice. 
Detroit has the high¬ 
est unemployment of 
any major city in the 
country—23.2% (March 2009)—with 
nearly one in four Detroiters unable to 
find work. Michigan has had the highest 
number of unemployed people in all 50 
states for nearly four years. Thousands 
of living wage jobs have been perma¬ 
nently lost in the automotive industry 
and related sectors. Some think that it 
will take at least until 2025 for Michi¬ 
gan to recover from the economic col¬ 
lapse and social dislocation. What is 
happening in Detroit and in Michigan 
is happening all across the U.S. Detroit 
is a harbinger for what we must do in 
our communities! As grassroots activ¬ 
ists and organizers, we work to address 


We call those who fight for justice to 
converge and act, and to reflect on the 
potential of our position and the power 
of our connections. Although we have 
built organizations that push forward an 
integrated, multi-issue, multiracial strat¬ 
egy, we have yet to build our movement 
on a scale relative to our sisters and 
brothers in the Global South. The USSF 
II offers the opportunity to continue to 
gather and unify these growing forces. 
We must seize this moment and advance 
our collective work to build grassroots 
leadership, develop collective vision, 
and formulate strategies that keep a 
strong movement growing. There are 
many ways to get involved. Your orga¬ 
nization can join the NPC, you can join 
the working groups or start building re¬ 
gional and local committees to ensure a 
massive and diverse participation in De¬ 
troit, June 22-26, 2010. Get more info 
at www.ussf2010.org and learn more 
about the social forum process at www. 
forumsocialmundial. org.br 


ism abroad and here 
in the US is not the 
solution. The USSF 
provides a first major 
step towards such ar¬ 
ticulation of what we 
stand for. 

Why Detroit? 


the indignities against working families 
and low-income people, and protect our 
human right to the basic necessities of 
life. In Detroit, we can make change 
happen! 

Call to Participate in Building the 
Road to Detroit 


The Struggle of Fresno’s Homeless 


By Mike Rhodes 

Many homeless people and their al¬ 
lies say they can do better than the social 
service agencies that are receiving mil¬ 
lions of dollars in government funding 
to help the homeless. Some even call the 
heads of agencies like the Rescue Mis¬ 
sion “poverty pimps.” 

Pam Kincaid 

The Pam Kincaid Neighborhood 
Center was established to serve as an 
alternative to the traditional approach 
to dealing with homelessness. One dif¬ 
ference is that the center is being set up 
and will largely be directed by homeless 
people themselves. Two of the founders 
are formerly homeless people who were 
named plaintiffs in the lawsuit against 
the City of Fresno. The city provided 
money to the homeless as compensation 
for bulldozing their tents and destroying 
property. 


The Pam Kincaid Neighborhood 
Center is located at 1026 Mariposa St. 
(on the southwest corner of Mariposa 
and B Sts.). Now, the house is being 
repaired, an organic garden is being 
planted and volunteers are welcome. A 
good time for volunteers to come is any 
Sunday from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

The project is named in honor of 
Pam Kincaid, who was the lead plaintiff 
in the lawsuit against the City of Fresno. 
She died under suspicious and disturb¬ 
ing circumstances before the settlement 
with the city was reached. 

Glen Beaty 

The homeless man who Fresno Po¬ 
lice officers beat up in February (the 
video was shown around the world) is 
still in the Fresno County Jail and has 
never been charged with a crime in the 
incident. The police claimed that Beaty 
attacked them, even though there is no 
video evidence to suggest such an attack 


took place. 

Beaty is in a small cell with 10-12 
other inmates where he stays seven 
days a week, 24 hours a day. He is even 
served meals in the cell. Beaty does not 
take advantage of the one hour a week 
he is offered to get out and walk/exer¬ 
cise on the roof of the jail. He may be 
too depressed. 

The court has ordered Beaty to the 
Atascadero State Mental Hospital for 
observation, but while he waits for a 
bed in Atascadero (nobody seems to 
know when space will be available) he 
remains in jail. To summarize: The po¬ 
lice beat up a homeless man, he is put in 
jail (indefinitely) and his next step is a 
mental hospital. 


This video clip of a Fresno police officer 
beating Glen Beaty, a homeless man, 
has been shown around the world. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA EDUCATION PROTESTS 



5,000 people rally at UC Berkeley protest against the cuts in September. 
People chanted their support of university faculty and staff, and that “Educa¬ 
tion should be free!” 

PHOTO /PAULA CRAIG 


By Jack Gerson 

University of California campuses 
erupted on September 24 as a worker/ 
student/faculty coalition staged the larg¬ 
est and most militant demonstrations UC 
has seen in decades. At UC Berkeley, 
well over 5,000 demonstrators poured 
into UC Berkeley’s Sproul Plaza, fol¬ 
lowed by a mass march through cam¬ 
pus. The Chancellor’s Office at UCLA 
was briefly taken over. The Graduate 
Student Center at UC Santa Cruz was 
taken over by students and workers who 
remain in control as we go to press. 

The focus of the September 24 ac¬ 
tions was free quality public education 
at all levels and fighting privatization of 
public education. The actions included 
a one-day strike by University Profes¬ 
sional and Technical Employees (UPTE 
/ CWA) joined by UC clericals orga¬ 
nized by the Coalition of Union Em¬ 
ployees (CUE); a walkout of over 1,100 
UC faculty members and more than 
1,200 graduate teaching assistants; and 
a student boycott of classes endorsed by 
every leading student organization in 
the UC system. 

California Governor Schwarzeneg¬ 
ger, the UC Board of Regents, and UC 
President Mark Yudof (who recently 
told the NY Times that “being presi¬ 
dent of the U. of California is like being 


manager of a cemetery”) are using the 
global economic slump and California’s 
budget crisis as an excuse to lay off hun¬ 
dreds of staff and cut or eliminate aca¬ 
demic programs and research centers; to 
increase tuition a staggering 32 percent 
(making California’s UC system unaf¬ 
fordable to those who can least afford 
to pay); and to give Yudof “emergency” 
dictatorial powers. 

But there is no immediate financial 
crisis at UC. UC is no longer really a 
public university - the majority of its 
funding no longer comes from the state 
but from private corporations and foun¬ 
dations. State funding cuts come to less 
than 3 percent of UC’s budget. UC has 
a reserve fund several times as large as 
the state’s cuts to UC’s funding - but 
Yudof and the Regents won’t use it. It’s 
a question of priorities. Their priority is 
making the university a more corporate- 
friendly place, a place where workers 
are harassed and fired, and where priva¬ 
tizes are awarded big contracts. 

This is just the beginning. Much 
more is being planned. Teach-ins, ral¬ 
lies and meetings are being organized 
at colleges around the state. The UC 
Solidarity Alliance says that their new 
goal is to build a kindergarten through 
college alliance. The California Federa¬ 
tion of Teachers, representing commu¬ 
nity college and some K-12 teachers, is 


going to coordinate joint planning for 
future actions with the UC organizers. 
Oakland classroom teachers are putting 
together a letter-writing campaign and 
state council resolution calling on the 
340,000-member California Teachers 
Association (CTA) to take the lead in 
organizing a one-day strike of all pub¬ 
lic education workers to demand full 
restoration of education funding and 
a complete overhaul of the state’s tax 


structure. The fight has a long way to 
go, but it does appear that, at last, the 
battle for quality public education and 
against privatization has been joined. 
We may look back at September 24 as 
the day that the tide finally began to 
turn. Spread the solidarity, spread the 
walkout, spread the fight against priva¬ 
tization of public education. 


UC Strike: Why Is “Something Going On”? 


By Steve Teixeira 

A spirited column of students, staff 
and faculty marched past UCLA’s 
monument to greed and corruption on 
September 24, intent on changing the 
University of California. The campus 
Samueli Building is named after a con¬ 
victed felon who founded the Broadcom 
Corporation. The march was part of a 
statewide one-day strike by UPTE, the 
Union of University Professional and 
Technical Employees, protesting wage 
cuts and student fee increases resulting 
from the crisis caused by people like 
Henry Samueli. At UC Berkeley, police 
estimated that 5,000 people attended the 
campus rally. They chanted their sup¬ 
port of university faculty and staff, and 
that “Education should be free!” 

What’s going on is that the national 
economic crisis destroyed so many jobs 
that states lost billions of tax dollars. Re¬ 
gents of the 10-campus UC system, and 
Trustees of the 23-campus California 
State University both voted to raise fees, 
reduce wages, and even cut student en¬ 
rollment. But they won’t mobilize their 
over half a million students and tens of 
thousands of employees. Instead, UC 
gave raises of up to $52,000 a year to its 
executives! The state legislature then 
passed a bill to prevent such abuses (SB 
86), which protesters demanded Gover- 



Some of those who rallied at UC 
Berkeley in September to protest 
against the cuts. 
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nor Schwarzenegger sign. 

But WHY is this crisis going on? A 
UCLA student leader Hugo Sarmiento 
reminded the crowd that Californians 
have created enormous wealth, and 
“These cuts aren’t just about There’s no 
money’, they’re about a capitalist system 
in crisis”. David Goldberg, Treasurer of 
the 45,000-member Union Teachers of 
Los Angeles added that “In good years, 
corporations get tax breaks, in bad years 


WE get the cuts — it’s socialism for the 
rich.” So, public education gets more 
capitalism and control by large corpo¬ 
rations, while people like Samueli get 
huge tax breaks and other “socialism for 
capitalists”? 

If we just put a few more Samueli’s 
in prison, and elect a few good Demo¬ 
crats, minorities, and women politi¬ 
cians, will that end the crisis? Here’s 
where students and union members can¬ 
not just organize, but must also analyze. 
The facts show that America’s 391 bil¬ 
lionaires are pursuing a global strategy 
of shifting their investments overseas, 
or towards robotics, or into the kind of 
speculations that caused the banking di¬ 
saster. That drains the funds for educa¬ 
tion, no matter who’s running the gov¬ 
ernment or universities. 

In fact, their strategy is to use this 
crisis to open the door to an explosion 
of privately-run charter schools and for- 
profit universities. The University of 
Phoenix already runs 80 campuses and 
100 training centers for 300,000 stu¬ 
dents in various countries. 

Most education unions have no plans 
for contending with this, which makes 
UPTE especially important. When UC 
sold some of their research operations to 
private companies, that union took the 
unprecedented step of organizing those 
companies. Their strike was not done in 


the usual union style, but merged in with 
the struggles of the faculty union and the 
student organizations. The rallies took 
the form of a broader movement of the 
whole UC community. “This institution 
belongs to the people of California, not 
to a small group of unaccountable ex¬ 
ecutives”, Berkeley UPTE leader Lisa 
Kermish told the press. 

It’s an example of how staff unions 
can spur the struggle forward, instead 
of deferring to faculty or politicians for 
guidance. As UCLA UPTE leader Cliff 
Freed told the rally there, while we need 
to fight for legislation, we dare not rely 
on politicians to lead our movement. 
“They’re part of the problem — we 
have tremendous power when we stand 
together as students and workers!” We 
can allow business leaders to dominate 
government and force us all to serve 
corporations’ desires, or the people can 
force government to develop new poli¬ 
cies that force corporations to serve the 
needs of society. 

Steve Teixeira is an officer of the CSU 
union Academic Professionals of Cali¬ 
fornia and can be reached at steixeira@ 
apcl00.org. UPTE can be reached at 
www.upte.org, and UC faculty. 
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VOICES FROM THE RUSTBELT 

The crisis in the once heavily industrialized cities and towns in the midwest — now called the Rust Belt — are a harbinger 
of the future. The struggles unfolding in this part of the country hold lessons for everyone. The People’s Tribune devotes 
monthly pages to the Rust Belt. Send your story to People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 


Detroit Fights to Save its Public Schools 



Teacher protest in Detroit, Michigan. Teachers chanted, “No contract, no work.” Teachers are being asked to take a 
10% pay cut and pay more for insurance, among other issues. 
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By Dave Smokier 

Detroit’s system of public educa¬ 
tion is taking unprecedented hits from 
society’s power brokers. A key strategy 
of corporate power in the age of elec¬ 
tronics, along with deregulation and tax 
breaks is the privatization of the public 
sector. The “Tough Choices for Tough 
Times” report of the National Commis¬ 
sion on Skills in the Workplace, funded 
largely by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, has called for replacing 
public schools with tax payer funded 
“contract” or charter schools, reduc¬ 
ing the powers of local school boards, 
throwing out teacher pensions and cut¬ 
ting health benefits,. These proposals 
would basically privatize education. 
The corporate elites are using the state 
apparatus to make more profits, priva¬ 
tize every part of our lives and militarize 
our society. 

In January Democratic Governor 
Jennifer Granholm, under the authority 
of state statute, appointed Robert Bobb 
the emergency financial manager for the 
Detroit Public Schools (DPS), begin¬ 
ning his one year stint in March. Over a 
period of six months he has announced: 

• The closing of 23 schools 

• The “reconstituting “ of 41 schools, 
under the authority of the infamous No 
Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), forc¬ 
ing about 2,600 teachers, and staff, at a 
moment’s notice, to “reapply” for their 
positions. Private corporations, some 
connected to the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, would oversee this “rede¬ 
sign” and receive $20 Million in federal 
stimulus money. 

• The layoff of over one thousand 
teachers as well as other staff. 

• The granting of a $972,000 no bid 
contract to a consulting firm that he used 


to work for. 

In 1999 the state took over DPS 
when it had a surplus and created a 
$300 million deficit. Ironically, this def¬ 
icit triggered Bobb’s appointment. This 
July, Michigan’s Republican Attorney 
General announced that since Detroit’s 
student population had fallen below 
100,000 it was no longer a “first-class” 
school district, opening the way to more 
private charter schools. 

These takeover and privatization 
schemes have not gone without a fight 
back. In November of 2005 Detroit vot¬ 
ers turned down a Proposition E that 
sought to eliminate their elected Board 
of Education, despite the backing of 
the now disgraced and convicted felon 
Mayor Kuame Kilpatrick. After 6 years 
of takeover, the people elected a new 
board. The present mayor, Dave Bing, 
former NBA all star and capitalist, con¬ 
tinues to push for elimination of the 
elected board and for mayoral control. 


Just as the school year was about to be¬ 
gin, Bobb made an 11th hour contract 
offer to the Detroit Federation of Teach¬ 
ers (DFT) which amounted to a 40% pay 
cut over the 5 year life the new contract. 
Teachers responded with a huge demon¬ 
stration at the DPS headquarters and a 
union meeting that filled the basketball 
stadium at the University of Detroit. As 
a result, Bobb was forced to extend the 
teacher’s contract for another 60 days. 
The DPS Board of Education appointed 
a new superintendent to fill the vacant 
position and has sued Bobb for exceed¬ 
ing his authority as financial manager 
by trying to control all aspects of educa¬ 
tion in the district. 

In the 21st century we must convert 
public education from training a work 
force that suits the capitalists to creat¬ 
ing an enlightened, critically literate 
citizenry. In 1968 Martin Luther King 
Jr. sought to transform the Civil Rights 
Movement in the South to a national 


class-conscious movement of the “le¬ 
gion of the deprived” to reorganize the 
structural design of American society. 
The capitalists are attempting to reor¬ 
ganize society to fit their needs; it is 
our historical duty to reorganize it to fit 
ours. How can anyone seriously believe 
that corporations can save public educa¬ 
tion when we have just had to bail them 
out? Their only goal for public educa¬ 
tion is to make profits and not to serve 
the needs of our youth. We need to na¬ 
tionalize education, just as we national¬ 
ized the highway system and the mili¬ 
tary. Can anything be more important to 
our nation’s security than the education 
of our youth? Every student through¬ 
out the country can and should receive 
equal, quality education. Let’s bail out 
our public schools. Nothing is more im¬ 
portant than our children. 


CITY OF MILWAUKEE PUBLIC SCHOOL TAKEOVER 
BY THE MAYOR! 


By Jackie Ivey 

The Mayor of Milwaukee has taken a 
stand to take over the Milwaukee Public 
School System. He feels that his struc¬ 
ture of governing is going to be better for 
the City of Milwaukee (after race to the 
top/Federal funding.) And the $4 Billion 
budget of Milwaukee Public Schools is 
a nice pot of money to get his hands on 
to support the business community who 
voted down the paid sick days because 
the business community said so. 


Also, here in Milwaukee, we have 
the highest unemployment rate for Black 
Males — 50%. Over 40% of individu¬ 
als who live in surrounding districts (of 
Milwaukee) are without utilities. 

Over the last 20 years there has been 
no real compromise (with municipali¬ 
ties) to spend the millions of dollars to 
open the way for public transit services 
to outlying suburban areas where fam¬ 
ily supporting jobs are located. Felons 
are denied their right to vote. We have 
the highest incarceration rate of African 


American males for non-violent crimes. 
Poor/low income people are continually 
lied to as they participate in programs 
with no real jobs at the end (Big Step 
Apprentice Programs and Job Fairs) 
where so-called potential hirees show 
up and there is no real intention to hire 
from the inner city and W2 (welfare re- 
form-TNAF) a failed federal/and local 
implemented social services program 
implemented over 15 years ago. It needs 
to end by the force of a citizen non class 
action suit against the state of Wiscon¬ 


sin. 

We also have a well hidden secret — 
that there is a large population of home¬ 
less women and children in the city of 
Milwaukee facing the struggle of send¬ 
ing their children to school each day be¬ 
cause they can not find affordable low 
income housing for their families. 

Jackie Ivey is member of PUMPS, 
People United Milwaukee Puclic 
Schools. 
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MAD AS HELL DOCTORS ROAD TOUR 


By Joe Peery 


Editor’s Note: On September 8, 2009, 
a group of Oregon physicians took the 
message of Universal Health Care “on 
the road” in a motor home headed for 
Washington D.C. They will stop in 26 
cities, conduct media appearances and 
caravan to Washington to help make a 
public demonstration for Single Payer 
Health Care “that will be heard around 
the world. ” Visit https://madashelldoc- 
torstour.com/HomePage.html for infor¬ 
mation. Excerpts below are from an in¬ 
terview that was recorded at an event in 
Chicago. It is the first of five interviews 
that will run in upcoming editions of the 
People s Tribune. 

People’s Tribune: What would you like 
to accomplish on your tour? 

Dr. Joe Usterman: We started out as 
a group of six Oregon doctors who de¬ 
cided we were mad as Hell about the im¬ 
possibly corrupt health care non-system 
that we have in this country. We decided 
to do something about it and hired the 
services of Adam Klugman, Jack Klug- 
man’s son. He named us the ‘Mad As 
Hell Doctors’ — he got that from his fa¬ 
vorite movie, Network. He wants you to 
stick your head out the window and yell 
as loud as you can, “I’m mad as Hell and 


I’m not going to take it anymore.” Very 
effective. We incorporate it into our pro¬ 
gram. We get people to standup, shake 
their fist and say exactly that: ‘I’m mad 
as Hell, I’m not going to take it anymore 
and this is why.’ 

Basically we are just trying to educate 
people. Single-payer is the most fiscally 
conservative solution to our enormous 
economic burden of terrible healthcare. 
And also it is very socially responsible. 
One of our 
goals is to 
meet with 
President 
Obama at 
the White 
House. This 
is a civil 
rights is¬ 
sue of our 
times. 

I want to share a statement by Jack 
Bernard, former Chairman of the Re¬ 
publican Party in Jasper County, Geor¬ 
gia. He says ‘it is easy to see why we 
Republicans oppose Democratic Party 
reform proposals. We are the opposition 
party and do not want the Democrats to 
get the political credit for solving a nas¬ 
ty problem.’ He ends by saying it’s time 
we put the country ahead of ourselves 
and establish a single payer system.’ It 
has been our experience that more and 


more Republicans, especially Republi¬ 
can business owners, are beginning to 
understand the absolute necessity of in¬ 
stalling a single payer system. 

PT: Please talk about the role of the cor¬ 
porations in the health care battle. 

Dr. Joe Usterman: Corporations 
dominate the media. This is one of the 
reasons why single payer hasn’t even 
been put on the 
table and it is also 
why we have not 
gotten the me¬ 
dia coverage. Of 
course they are 
just as effective 
in terms of con¬ 
trolling our po¬ 
litical system and 
our policies and policy makers. There is 
enormous wealth and power there. It’s 
just so unfortunate that they don’t have 
the moral integrity to do the right thing. 

PT: Describe what you would consider 
an absolute success on your trip. 

Dr. Joe Usterman: Absolute suc¬ 
cess would be to have President Obama 
show real leadership in this whole battle 
and not only get legislation for single 
payer passed, but get HR 676 and Senate 



Mad as Hell Doctors rally in Chicago. 
Doctors are on tour across america 
to deliver a message to elected offi¬ 
cials in Washington: health care for 
people - not profit! 
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Bill 703 reconciled — and then install 
single payer within the next year or two. 
I would like to see President Obama be¬ 
come the Tommy Douglas of the U.S. 
Douglas is the man responsible for get¬ 
ting Medicare established throughout 
Canada. He has been named the greatest 
Canadian for the last 20 years. I would 
like to see our president become the 
greatest American of all times because 
he could be responsible for provid¬ 
ing access to quality healthcare for all 
Americans. 



"Why does our daddy have to die?” 

Privatized Grady Hospital Board to close Dialysis Center, a death sentence for many 



Grandchildren and parents demand that Grady 
Hospital in Atlanta keep the Dialysis Center open 
so they won’t lose their grandmother; however, 
the board decided to close the Center. 
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By John Slaughter 

Health care in America is truly a life 
and death issue, and nowhere is that 
more brought home than in the con¬ 
troversy brewing over the decision by 
the Grady Hospital Board in Atlanta to 
close its dialysis clinic, putting many of 
its patients in jeopardy of their lives. 

Of the 90 patients at the clinic, all 
are uninsured or on Medicaid. Sixty 
are immigrants, many of whom are un¬ 
documented. If they do not continue to 
receive treatments they will die. Grady, 
which in the past year changed from a 
public hospital to a privatized non-profit 
corporation, is moving to protect its bot¬ 
tom line by closing the dialysis center. 
The state of Georgia recently passed a 
law that prohibits undocumented im¬ 
migrants from being eligible to receive 
Medicaid. 

Grady has promised to assist the pa¬ 
tients by paying for a one-way ticket for 
some of them to return to their home 
countries. For others, they will provide 
transportation to other states that will ac¬ 
cept them. For most, these are all dead¬ 
end tickets to nowhere. Private medical 
facilities in the Atlanta area refuse to ac¬ 
cept anyone who cannot pay. 

Many of the patients and their fami¬ 


lies, along with doctors and other health 
professionals and advocates, crowded 
into a board meeting at Grady to de¬ 
mand that the clinic remain open. Some 
of the patients were allowed to tell their 
stories. 

One patient, from Ethiopia, who has 
a green card but cannot receive Medic¬ 
aid because he has not satisfied the five- 
year minimum residency requirement, 
said “I have nowhere to go. I’m afraid 
I’m going to die.” Another dialysis pa¬ 
tient, originally from El Salvador, who 
has three children and works clean¬ 
ing houses, says “I need the dialysis. 
I think I will die.” Other patients from 
Mexico, Honduras, and other countries, 
have similar stories. Some children held 
up signs which stated, “Don’t take my 
grandma away.” 

The community is outraged, and 
united to demand that the clinic be kept 
open, and rescind a decision that is cer¬ 
tainly a death sentence for many of these 
patients. A Fulton County court judge 
issued a Temporary Restraining Order 
prohibiting the closing of the clinic. 

In court, attorneys for Grady argued 
that as a private corporation, there was 
no constitutional right to health care in 
Georgia. Grady is now a private, not a 
state entity, they said, and as such the 


patients “do not have standing” to con¬ 
tinue to receive dialysis care. The pa¬ 
tients “do not have a legally protected 
interest,” and therefore “equity” is on 
the side of Grady to reduce its deficit by 
closing the dialysis center. 

Lindsay Jones, the attorney for the 
patients, argued that all persons have a 
right to life, that you can’t put a price 
tag on a person’s life. 

On September 25 the judge agreed 
with the privatized Grady Board and 


lifted the restraining order. 
The judge stated that the pa¬ 
tients had “no constitutional 
rights,” and the hospital can 
proceed to close the dialysis 
center, putting lives at risk. 

What is happening here 
lies at the very heart of the 
debate that is taking place 
in this country over health 
care reform: Will we have 
a health care system that is 
based upon the principle 
that every human life is 
precious, and no one may 
be denied or excluded? Or 
will we continue to have 
decisions made by a private 
health care industry that 
only profits by exclusion? 
This time it is the immi¬ 
grants who are being excluded, but we 
should be clear: Every 12 minutes in 
this country an uninsured person dies 
because they were denied access to the 
health care they need. They are all of us. 
We cannot stand for a death sentence for 
some of us. An injury to one is an injury 
to all. The only option is a public, uni¬ 
versal, equal quality health care system 
that reveres the humanity of us all. Keep 
the clinic open! 
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TAKE THE CORPORATIONS HEAD ON! 

PART 2 



San Francisco Budget Cut Protest. 
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By Steve Miller 

Editor s Note: This is the second and 
concluding installment of the article 
that began and appeared as Part One 
in the September issue of the Peoples 
Tribune. 

What has happened to California 
since the partying stopped in 1999? 
ENRON and other energy companies 
raped the state with financial specula¬ 
tion to force consumers to fork over 
$40 billion. This money is still being 
paid out. The state leads the nation in 
families who were duped by predatory 
lenders into taking sub-prime mortgag¬ 
es. The unemployment rate is close to 
Michigan’s and the state’s bond rating is 
worse than Louisiana. 

The state’s K-12 schools are at the 
bottom. The vaunted University of Cali¬ 
fornia is virtually privatized and now 
gets the majority of its funding from 
corporations. It has lost 50% of per- 
student state funding. The number of 19 
year olds in college brings the state in at 
47th nationally, down from 17th. This is 
one of the quickest educational declines 
ever seen in a developed nation. 

Early on in the Bush years, arch con¬ 
servative, Grover Norquist, made his 
famous statement that the job of politi¬ 


cians is to make government so small 
that “it can be drowned in the bathtub”. 
Norquist envisioned a totally privatized 
America where you pay for everything. 

We are now living this out. Phony 
budget crises are created to eliminate 
all the people functions of government, 
while maxing out direct aid to the cor¬ 
porations. This was done to develop¬ 


ing nations like 
Indonesia and 
Thailand during 
the ‘90s by cri¬ 
ses imposed by 
the World Bank. 
Today in Ameri¬ 
ca, the banks are 
insolvent and 
governments 
are holding fire 
sales of people 
services in or¬ 
der to privatize 
those services. 

Corporations 
are on the at¬ 
tack like never 
before. In fact, 
they are using 
their Bail Out 
money to build 
up a multi-bil¬ 
lion dollar fund 
to privatize water and other government 
infrastructures. Government is just be¬ 
coming a pass-through. We are actually 
paying them to privatize our public ser¬ 
vices • at a profit! 

The problem with class warfare is 
how do you respond? If you admit that 
the class of billionaires and their corpo¬ 


rate attack dogs are using every means 
to seize the wealth of the public, then 
what? What happens to those tried and 
true Politics of Begging, of relying on 
“our friends in the Democratic Party”, 
and all the dreams of social privilege? 

Ask yourself: exactly what is it that- 
corporations do for us that is socially 
useful? The priority of a healthy society 
for all is a scary thing because it means 
that the idea that private corporations 
are good — because they are private — 
must be attacked. 

If corporations are waging war to 
takeover both public and personal prop¬ 
erty, the alternative is pretty obvious. 
Better that the public seize the wealth 
of corporations than the corporate en¬ 
gineered Race to the Bottom. Couldn’t 
an organized public provide everyone 
with the basic necessities of life? Oh 
yeah, we can’t do that — corporations 
are “more efficient” than government. 
Exactly how efficient is the current $13 
trillion Bail Out of Wall Street? For that 
money, we could have bailed-out any¬ 
thing in America — free health care, 
free universities, free solar energy, an 
end to massive pollution, whatever. 

The new politics of class warfare in 
the 21st Century demand taking corpo¬ 
rations head on! 


AN INTERNATIONAL POETRY FESTIVAL LIKE NONE OTHER 


By Neeli Cherkovski, member 
of Revolutionary Poets Brigade 

San Francisco rocked for three days 
in July when poets from 22 countries, 
reading in their original languages (with 
translations projected on the screen at 
the Palace of Fine Arts, or read by trans¬ 
lators or welcoming poets at second ven¬ 
ues allover the city) came together for an 
international poetry festival unlike any 
other. Conceived by former city poet 
laureate Jack Hirschman, with the help 
of the Friends of the San Francisco Pub¬ 
lic Library, the event had 12 male and 
12 female poets speaking their poems, 
or reading them at the top of their lungs, 
in a variety of venues. It began in Ker- 
ouac Alley in the heart of North Beach, 
underscoring the ‘street sensibility’ of 
the event, as all readings were free to 
the public. In the alley setting, the city’s 
librarian, Luis Herrera, welcomed the 
poets; the County Board of Supervisors 
gave them official proclamations, and a 
crowd poured from the alley onto Co¬ 
lumbus Avenue — poets, appreciators 
of poetry, and tourists intermingling. 
Poetry and music inaugurated an as¬ 
tounding array of socially engaged and 
lyri-political writing that would echo for 
two nights at the Palace of Fine Arts in 
San Francisco’s Marina District. On the 


first evening, Lawrence Ferlinghetti was 
presented with a special recognition by 
the San Francisco Public Library, and 
newly appointed poet laureate Diane di 
Prima joined writers including Ignatius 
Mabasa from Zimbabwe, Maram Al- 
Massri from Syria, Alexander Skidan 
from Russia, Zhai Yonming from Chi¬ 
na, Cletus Nelson Nwadike from Nige¬ 
ria, who writes in Swedish, Nguyen Qui 
Due from Vietnam, Anna Lombardo 
from Italy and Menna Elfyn from Wales 
for two hours of non-stop performance. 
On the second night Carla Badillo Cor¬ 
onado from Ecuador, the youngest (24 
years old) of the visiting poets, read her 
work, and working-class Italian poet 
Ferruccio Brugnaro, who read in the 
2007 Festival, made his second stirring 
appearance at the Festival. 

Along with the two readings at the 
Palace, smaller events, all of them filled 
to capacity were held across the city, 
from a translation colloquium at the 
Mission Branch library to a North Beach 
poetry crawl, echoing with the words of 
Pilipino poet Sasha Pimental Chacon to 
the raucous performance of Israeli Roy 
“Chicky” Arad. French poet Francis 
Combes and Swedish-born Agneta Falk 
read to an overflow audience at the Beat 
Museum on Broadway, one of San Fran¬ 
cisco’s entertainment districts. Kerouac 


Alley was once again the scene of a 
reading: Haitian poet Georges Castera’s 
words ricocheted against the facade of 
City Lights Bookstore, an iconic liter¬ 
ary gathering spot, as did the poems 
of Taslima Nasrin, the controversial 
Bangladeshi poet who had three fatwa 
charged against her and had to flee her 
native land for speaking out about the 
mistreatment of women. Ziba Karbas- 
si’s stirring Iranian poetry and Najwan 
Darwish’s powerful Palestinian writing 
came together at the Caffe Trieste, an¬ 
other well-known 
hangout across 
from the city’s 
old Church of St 
Francis of Asissi. 

Hirschman’s 
idea for the fes¬ 
tival was gener¬ 
ated by his life¬ 
long interest in 
translation and 
his tireless work 
as translator from 
many languages, 
beginning with 
his groundbreak¬ 
ing renderings of 
Antonin Artaud 
published by City 
Lights Books. He 


held the first festival during his tenure as 
poet laureate, seeing it as an event mak¬ 
ing sense for a place widely known as 
“the city of poets.” For many younger 
writers in San Francisco, hearing a for¬ 
eign tongue for the first time was an in¬ 
spiring moment. And, as many of the 
vesting poets filtered around the city, 
meeting people on their own, even find¬ 
ing time to participate in open readings 
and the like, the cross-cultural aspect of 
the Festival came fully into bloom. 



International Poetry Festival, San Francisco. 

PHOTO /VALENTINA CONFIDO 
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M1 of dead prez Ghetto to Gaza 
Northern California Tour 


By Aaris A. Schroeder 
Contributed by UBO Mag 
Sacramento Hip Hop Congress 

On Sept 29, ’09, Ml, one half of po¬ 
litical hip-hop duo dead prez, completed 
a speaking tour, “From the Ghetto to 
Gaza;” to educate “The People” about 
his experience, he shared his journey to 
Gaza with crowds through open discus¬ 
sions and a string of radio interviews. 
Along the way Ml was joined by guest 


“I want to be able to tell the truth 
from a revolutionary perspec¬ 
tive.” 

— Ml 


speakers and performers such as Oak¬ 
land rapper DLabrie, The Brown Berets, 
Richard Brown of the S.F 8, Boots Riley 
from Political Rap group “TheCoup”, 
and Chairmen of the P.O.C.C, Fred 
Hampton Jr., to name a few. The tour 
began Sept. 23, 6 09 traveling throughout 
Northern California, visiting Oakland, 
San Francisco, San Jose, Santa Cruz, 
and Sonoma County, starting off in Sac¬ 
ramento at an event thrown by Hip Hop 
Congress. 

In July, Ml was flown to Cairo, 
Egypt to meet up with others to begin 
a caravan in Cairo through the Gaza 
strip to provide resources to people who 
had been held under an Israeli war, or 
embargo, as Ml says is the “nice way 
to say war”. Once they arrived at their 
hotel, there were Egyptian government 
agents who were told to “follow/docu- 


Hip Hop Con¬ 
gress (HHC) has 
partnered with 
the People's 
Tribune . For 
more informa¬ 
tion , visit 
www.hiphopcon- 
gress.com . 


ment every word and action taken by the 
VivaPalestina group.” 

The government wasn’t making 
it easy for the group of nearly 200, 
which included British Parliamentarian 
George Galloway, organizer of the mis¬ 
sion, Green Party presidential nominee; 
Cynthia McKinney who was previously 
arrested/jailed by the Israeli govern¬ 
ment; and Charles Barron, former Black 
Panther to enter Palestine. Agents made 
it nearly impossible for the group to 
leave the hotel room and, relieved them 
of “thousands of dollars and pounds” of 
humanitarian aid, including mattresses, 
medical supplies, books, etc and also 
only allowed them 24 hours to be in/out 
of Gaza. 

There was a meeting where the group 
came together to decide how they were 
going to complete the mission. A gov¬ 
ernment agent was amidst the group and 
the caravan almost had to physically 
harm the man for “being a snitch,” says 
Ml. The group secretly stashed sup¬ 
plies under their caravan bus or as much 
as possible to help those in need across 
the border. 

Palestinians were not allowed to 
leave Cairo or have access from the 
Gaza Strip on the other side. “Cairo is 
one of the dirtiest cities I have ever seen, 


“The main purpose of the tour is 
to politically educate our com¬ 
munity about what is happening 
on an international scale. The 
Block Report, the Bay View and 
dead prez have international 
world views.” 

— RO.C.C. Minister of 
Information & Tour organizer JR. 


sewage literally ran through the streets.” 
Ml remembers President Obama travel¬ 
ing to Cairo when he was elected presi¬ 
dent to negotiate with their government, 
not understanding why he wouldn’t help 
the people of Gaza. 


“They formed this human chain that 
wouldn’t allow the busses to go inside or 
leave the [checkpoint.] These people de¬ 
serve the right to go back to their home- 


“The tour was historical, the in¬ 
formation shared was very real 
and tied a lot of issues together. 
I believe it connected how an 
issue like this can relate to our 
own oppression thousands of 
miles away.” 

— National Outreach Director of 
Hip Hop Congress, DLabrie 


land. I felt like I would do anything to 
trade places with this eight-year-old girl 
who was crying; probably to see her 
family,” says Ml who empathized with 
the young girl but couldn’t because it 
would sabotage their entire mission. 

“As soon as I got into Gaza, I felt 
at home. The welcome was warm,” re¬ 
members Ml, whose fondest memory 
was of eating a feast at their hotel made 
of chicken (Ml is a vegetarian), rice and 
vegetables, “It was the best food that we 
had on the whole mission.” 

Later that evening when everyone 
else from the caravan went to sleep, Ml 
went “to the hood” to meet with fellow 
hip-hop artists. 

“Hip Hop is strong in the Middle- 
East. The government doesn’t control 
hip-hop so it is a true underground 
movement.” 

“Hip Hop is the right wing of the 
state [in the U.S.], including hip hop me¬ 
dia - except for organization’s like Hip 
Hop Congress,” says Ml who told the 
crowd at the Sacramento event that they 
can help by creating events to spread 
knowledge about what is going down in 
Palestine. 

One Palestinian emcee, Amen, had 
a life-altering experience when his fa¬ 
ther was murdered in their apartment by 
an Israeli missile while his mother was 


cooking dinner. Ml was led to the apart¬ 
ment complex, once they reached the 
seventh floor where he lived, there was 
a bombed out apartment with a shrine 
for Amen’s father. 

“There was black soot around the 
windows,” he said. 

The family was bombed three 
times, luckily Amen, his sister and 
mother escaped. When the ambulance 
team of 17 showed up, the complex 
was bombed again. At that point, he 
knew his father was dead. 

In the end, the group was able to 
drop off the supplies to the people of 
Gaza and then return home. 

Need More Info? Want to get in¬ 
volved? www.blockreportradio.com, 
www.deadprez.com or www.sfbayview. 
com. www.hiphopcongress.com 



Photos taken on tour to 
Gaza. 
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SPEAKERS FOR A NEW AMERICA 

Speakers on: The Struggle for Water; the Crisis in Auto; Healthcare; Homelessness; and more. 
Speakers address government responsibility to the people, not corporations. Call 800-691-6888. 

Order Nelson Peery’s book: The Future Is Up To Us for $10. Pay via Pay Pal on our website. 
speakersforanewamerica.com Call 800-691-6888 or email info@speakersforanewamerica.com 

Order Moving Onward: From Racial Division to Class Unity by Brooke Heagerty and Nelson 
Peery for $6.00.Call 800-691-6888 or email info@speakersforanewamerica.com 
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What’s Behind The Immigration Reform Debate? 


Editor s Note; The following article 
is a shortened version of an editorial 
that appears in the October-November 
edition of the Tribuno del Pueblo, the 
sister publication of the Peoples Tri¬ 
bune. 

Since President Obama took office 
last January, renewed hope for immigra¬ 
tion reform has had an important place 
on the national radar. 

Much of the nation has been wait¬ 
ing with bated breath for the answers to 
questions such as: Will Congress pass 
immigration reform this year? What 
will it cover? Will it legalize all undocu¬ 
mented immigrants — and, if not, how 
many? 

But what we should really be asking 
is: What does capital — the big banks 
and corporations — want from the im¬ 
migration issue? How do they want to 


use it to promote their interests, at this 
juncture of the economic crisis? 

New Immigration System Since 9/11 

The overhaul of the immigration sys¬ 
tem began after the 9/11 attacks, and it is 
being implemented daily. It began step 
by step — one raid at a time, one local 
ordinance after another prohibiting rent¬ 
ing to undocumented immigrants, one 
driver at a time, deportation after depor¬ 
tation — until now we have laws and or¬ 
dinances that curtail almost every right 
and benefit for the undocumented, from 
education to health care, from driving to 
playing in the park. 

Since 2001, ICE has moved from a 
policy of capturing and releasing undoc¬ 
umented immigrants to applying crimi¬ 
nal sanctions on them. 


Record of War 

The preachers prayed for peace 
World leaders gave us war 
The voters voted for peace 
World leaders gave us war 
The beggars begged for peace 
World leaders gave us war 
Poets penned poems promoting peace 
World leaders gave us war 
Singers sung songs about peace 
World leaders gave us war 

Students had to read a thick book: War and Peace 

World leaders gave us war 

Some parents lived an example of peace 

World leaders gave us war 

For thousands of years activist worked for peace 

World leaders gave us war 

History tells us that rare is peace 

World leaders gave us war 

Starving people are hungry for peace 

World leaders gave us war 

Sick people pray for a healing of peace 

World leaders gave us war 

Kind rich people donated millions for peace 

World leaders gave us war 

Educated people wrote a treaty for peace 

World leaders gave us war 

A few legislators wrote a policy of peace 

World leaders gave us war 

Merciful little dying children cried out for peace 

World leaders gave us war 

Senile seniors who forgot everything but wanted peace 
World leaders gave us war 

Birds, animals, plants and even rocks cried out for peace 
World leaders gave us war 

I go to sleep dreaming of a world festival of peace 
World leaders gave us war 
If this sounds like a broken record 
I pray this record would be broken 

© Warded Montgomery Jr (8-13-06) 
wardellmontgomery@sbcglobal. net 

I wrote this poem at the Carribean Festival, Hart Plaza, Detroit, MI. 


More than 1,300 bills have 
been introduced to deny undocu¬ 
mented immigrants the right to 
driver’s licenses and other official 
identification, as well as to public 
social benefits and higher educa¬ 
tion. While only about 200 of those 
bills have passed, the debate that 
unfurled around them has created 
a dangerous anti-immigrant envi¬ 
ronment that has led to a virtual 
hunt for undocumented workers 
wherever they can be found. 

It has created such an envi¬ 
ronment of hatred that it has led 
American youth to beat immigrants to 
death just because they are Latino. 

This all happened under the guise of 
protecting democracy and closing the 
border to terrorists. 

Capital’s Economic Interests 

Behind everything corporate Amer¬ 
ica does is the drive to cut the cost of 
production to maximize profit — and 
the need to control the whole working 
class to accomplish this. Though some 
capitalists speak out rabidly against the 
undocumented worker, in fact they are 
getting rich from this pool of cheap la¬ 
bor as these workers have no union, no 
labor, civil, or human rights. 

The availability of these workers’ “il¬ 
legal” labor is used to attack and drive 
down the standard of living of all work¬ 
ers in the United States. The wages and 
working conditions that these workers’ 
labor under sets the bar for all workers. 

Capital’s Political Interests 

The “illegality” of the undocumented 
worker also serves corporate America’s 
political interests. 

The historic divide-and-conquer tac- 



Immigration protest in Michigan. 


PHOTO /DAYMONJHARTLEY.COM 

tic in America relies on the ideology 
of white supremacy. However, when it 
comes to the undocumented, while color 
is a big factor, the issue of “illegality” is 
predominant. 

This makes it easy to brand and profile 
undocumented as terrorists and thieves 
of American jobs. Attacking a scapegoat 
is an attempt to hide the true nature of 
the capitalist system and its failures. As 
the economy deteriorates, literally hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of American families 
are being dispossessed of their jobs and 
homes. For capital, it’s best to direct the 
rising fear and anger at a scapegoat — 
lest it be directed at corporate America. 

What Can the Workers Do? 

Workers of this country must unite. 
Workers must keep organizing as a 
working class to coalesce a massive 
movement to protect its economic and 
political interests. If we are aware of 
ourselves as a class, we will have the 
political clout to fight for the kind of so¬ 
ciety that will guarantee the well being 
of all. 


This is an excerpt from Lighted Warrior, a poem from my TBA 
published poetry book entitled Chrysalis. 


where is the justice for 
fallen soldiers and 
wounded young warriors 
y do 
punks 

and cowards seem 

scott free? 

do officials really 

search for suspects 

eliminating rich black potential? 

the streets are 

killing our people 

and 

we just nod and 

bow our heads in shame 

fear 


itself is a war game 
we’re being blinded 
by bling 

sucker punched by 
power 

and reeled in by 
trap setters 
selling ourselves 
minute 

our people are 
killing our 

people leaving bloodied shells 

of opportunities & 

dreams 

to vanish in the streets... 


Bio: Blakkaufi is a lover of art and writing whore. She maintains her website, 
Blakkaufi.com and is proud to be an HBCU graduate, she is preparing to self 
publish poetry and loves what she does, it gives her wings, ink stained wings, 
but wings none the less. 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, Ml 


POISONING THE RESIDENTS OF BENTON HARBOR: 

Whirlpool Heir Upton Fights for Corporate Interests in Congress 


By Dorothy Pinkney 

Fred Upton, the heir to Whirlpool, 
U.S. Representative from St. Joseph, 
Michigan, third highest ranking Re¬ 
publican on the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee and among 
the richest in Congress, continues to 
push to steal all lake front property 
from the citizens of Benton Harbor. 
The property the City received for 
giving up 22 acres of pristine beach 
front is toxic. Whirlpool, Harbor 
Shores, Cornerstone Alliance, Fred 
Upton and the Herald Palladium 
newspaper all knew that the proper¬ 
ty the residents of Benton Harbor re¬ 
ceived in exchange for the lake front 
property was filled with toxic lead 
and arsenic — two major poisons. 

“Whirlpool backed Harbor Shores 
Development obtained a 106-year 
lease of 22 acres of prime land of 
Jean Klock Park to develop a Jack 
Nicklaus Signature golf course for 
the rich with a view of Lake Michi¬ 
gan. Jean Klock Park is the city’s 
only major park used by Black resi¬ 
dents for family reunions, baptisms, 
picnics, swimming, concerts, and 
play location for our children on 
Lake Michigan,” reports the black- 
pressusa.com. 

Fred Upton is also rallying for 


health care reform that will benefit 
the corporations. Fred Upton cham¬ 
pioned an approach to Medicare pre¬ 
scription drug benefits that imposed 
high costs on seniors. He protected 
drug companies by preventing the 
U.S. from negotiating bulk discounts 
on prescriptions for seniors instead 
of supporting legislation to stop the 
suffering of the American people. 
Fred Upton is attempting to protect 
the estimated $200 Billion annual 
profit of the private health insurance 
industry. 

Do not be afraid. Do not be mar¬ 
ginalized. Speak truth to power. 

QUOTES FROM THE 
COMMUNITY 

“Of course the religious community 
can be relieved that quoting scrip¬ 
ture, even against The powers that 
be’ is alright. The greatest glory in 
living lies not in never falling, but 
in rising every time we fall. The bat¬ 
tle with Whirlpool and Fred Upton 
is a fight until the end. Rev Pinkney 
is the new president of the Benton 
Harbor chapter of the NAACP. They 
could not have selected a better lead¬ 
er. A true hero!” 

— Rev. Smith 


“I learned that courage is not the ab¬ 
sence of fear, but the triumph over it. 
The brave man is not he who does not 
feel afraid, but he who conquers that 
fear. I am requesting the people who 
live in Benton Harbor conquer that 
fear of Whirlpool, Berrien County 
Courthouse and Fred Upton.” 

— William J Barnes 

“He who passively accepts evil is as 
much involved in it as he who helps 
to perpetrate it. I would like every¬ 
body to just go home and look in the 
mirror and say I will not accept evil 
in my community.” 

— Paul Nelson 

Berrien County 
Corruption Needs to Stop! 

“On the morning of September, 
27, 2009 I (Dennis Knowles) was 
not allowed to attend a meeting on 
the Jean Klock Park project. Resi¬ 
dents in the city of Benton Harbor 
should be included in any meeting 
that is pertaining to Harbor Shores, 
Cornerstone Alliance, or Whirlpool. 
Residents should be invited. It is be¬ 
yond the beach and Jean Klock Park. 
Its about the takeover of the city of 
Benton Harbor. The problem with 
Cornerstone Alliance with Scott El¬ 
liott, is that it’s a “control issue” and 
residents should ALL be invited. 
The residents are being affected by 
one culture to another. There are 
major foreclosure and high water 
bill issues here that need to be ad¬ 
dressed because there is a lot of ma¬ 
jor corruption in Berrien County and 
people are being ignored rather then 
dealt with here. This has got to stop 
right now!” 

— Dennis Knowles 


Rev. Edward Pinkney 
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FIGHTING THE CORPORATIONS 
IN AMERICA’S SMALL TOWNS 

A new pamphlet published by the People’s 
Tribune will be available soon that sums up 
the victories, lessons and next steps in the 
struggle against the corporations in Benton 
Harbor, Michigan. 

As the economic crisis deepens, people in 
working class communities across the coun¬ 
try are standing up and demanding that the 
government serve the people’s interests - not 
those of the corporations. And as they have 
stood up, the people have come under fire. 
This is especially true in America’s former 
industrial heartland, the “Rust Belt.” 

The struggle in Benton Harbor is a case in 
point. The fight is not over yet. A battle has 
been won, and this should be celebrated, but 
there is still a war going on. Will America 
have prosperity and democracy, or live in 
poverty under the heel of open corporate 
power? Will the American people move to 
take over the corporations before they take 
over society? 

Place your orders now for the new 
pamphlet. Send $3 for each pamphlet or 
order 10 for $20 to People’s Tribune, 

PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 
Donations are welcome. 



HOPEWELL 


M- MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 



Benton Harbor develops wetlands into golf course. PHOTO /BRETT JELINEK 
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YOU NEED TO SUBSCRIBE 
TO THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE! 

This is the newspaper that everyone is talking 
about... it consistantly brought the Pinkney case 
forward. If you are about truth and justice, then 
this is the paper you need to read. The People’s 
Tribune is the voice of the people. It is a beacon 
of light, pointing the way forward. Its pages are 
open to the fighters for a just America. Send a $20 
donation for a one year subscription via paypal at 
peoplestribune.org or to People’s Tribune, PO Box 
3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524 

































